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The International Brigade was the stronghold of
the Communist party ; almost all the officers and
political commissars were Communists. The first
step, therefore, was to subordinate completely the
Interbrigadc and its services to the Spanish supreme
command, and to appoint Spanish officers in pro-
portion to the number of Spanish soldiers (60 per
cent.) ; the next move was to purge the cadre
bureaus and the staff and deprive them of all party
political activity. The removal of Alvarez del
Vayo3 as general commissar for the army, and the
replacement of 250 Communist political commissars
of the Brigade by others constituted a final very
important step in this direction. It will be asked
how an independent policy of this nature was
possible in view of the Government's dependence
upon Russia for the supply of arms. In the first
place it was considered that these deliveries would
gradually become less important in proportion as
Catalonia was developing its own war industry.
In the second place this dependence was not without
its dangers for the Spanish people themselves.

From the very beginning Russia's attitude had
never been as plain and transparent as, for instance,
that of Mexico. Despite its fervent declarations at
Geneva in favour of Spain, Russia adhered with a
bleeding heart to the fatal policy of non-intervention
for the sake of its friendship with France. Although